
What a fantastic month it has been for 

South Australian dairy. More than 200 

members of our dairy community gath-

ered at Morphettville Racecourse to cele-

brate the 90th Anniversary of SADA — a 

milestone recognising nine decades of 

advocacy, resilience and leadership for our 

industry. 

It was wonderful to see farmers, proces-

sors, service providers, politicians and sup-

porters come together to reflect on the 

proud history of South Australian dairy 

while looking confidently toward the fu-

ture. 

We were honoured to welcome Her Excel-

lency the Governor of South Australia, 

Frances Adamson, and Minister for Prima-

ry Industries and Regional Development, 

Clare Scriven. We also recognised a num-

ber of former SADA officers - Ivan Elliot 

OBE, Col. Alexander Nelson, Jock Gormlie, 

Norman Green OAM, David Higbed, Ken 

Lyons and David Basham for their 

longstanding contribution to the South 

Australian Dairyfarmers Associa-

tion. Sincere thanks to our sponsors, sup-

porters and Mandy Pacitti for helping 

make the celebration such a memorable 

occasion.  

As we celebrate the past, we must also 

continue focusing on the future challenges 

and opportunities facing dairy farmers. 

This month’s Federal Budget delivered a 

mixed outcome for agriculture and dairy. 

While there were welcome measures 

around fuel and fertiliser security, regional 

infrastructure, energy relief and the con-

tinuation of the instant asset write-off, 

many farmers were hoping for stronger 

direct support to help offset rising input, 

energy and labour costs. I don’t believe 

there is enough understanding of how 

important incentives are for small busi-

nesses, particularly when it comes to the 

new regulations surrounding Capital Gains 

Tax (CGT), and the impact these changes 

may have on investment confidence and 

succession planning in family farming busi-

nesses. 

SADA will continue advocating strongly on 

behalf of members to ensure the govern-

ment understands the importance of prac-

tical policies that support confidence, in-

vestment, succession planning and the 

long-term sustainability of family dairy 

farms. We also continue our work along-

side the National Farmers’ Federation on 

improving awareness and protections 

around the Personal Property Securities 

Act (PPSA), an increasingly important issue 

following recent processor instability 

across parts of Australia. 

As always, thank you to all our members 

for your continued support of SADA and 

the broader dairy industry. Reaching 90 

years is a significant achievement, and it 

gives us confidence that, together, we can 

continue building a strong and sustainable 

future for South Australian dairy. 

 

OPENING MILK PRICE 
For many dairy farmers the opening milk 

price will play a critical role in business 

planning and confidence for the 2026–27 

season. 

SADA is here to assist farmers with any 

contract questions or concerns and will be 

actively monitoring and recording all 

opening milk price announcements on 

Monday to ensure members remain in-

formed of the latest developments across 

processors. 

Check out the Milk Price Transparency 

Tool on our website - This tool is designed 

to enhance market transparency by ana-

lysing milk price data from processors 

across Australia. By entering your milk 

supply curve and selecting your region, 

you can compare indicative milk prices 

offered by processors operating in your 

area.   
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The Milk Price Transparency 
Tool  on our website is designed 
to improve  market transparency 
by analysing milk price data from      
processors across Australia. By         
entering your milk supply curve 
and selecting your region, you 
can compare indicative milk     
prices offered by processors          
operating in your area.   

https://sada.asn.au/notices/newsletters
https://sada.asn.au/industry-development/milk-price-transparency-tool?utm_campaign=115857854-2025%20Monthly%20Members%20Newsletters&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9vgvax4XXuRsWuaNBjHAyKg74R-GGnsOssPnfCcUnMpAmMIrW3ivcvahQBjfCa7_9kICVH
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More than 200 members of the South Australian 

dairy community came together at Morphettville 

Racecourse to celebrate an incredible milestone — 

90 years of the South Australian Dairyfarmers Associ-

ation. 

It was a night filled with pride, history, laughter and 

reflection as farmers, processors, industry partners, 

politicians and supporters gathered to honour nine decades of 

advocacy, resilience and leadership for South Australian dairy. 

A special thank you also to Narelle Zanker, who absolutely aced 

her first MC role. Narelle helped the evening run seamlessly and 

professionally, and her passion for the dairy industry shone 

throughout the night. 

We were privileged to welcome Her 

Excellency the Governor of South Aus-

tralia, Frances Adamson, and Minister 

for Primary Industries and Regional 

Development, Clare Scriven, who both 

joined us in recognising the contribution dairy farmers make to 

regional communities and the broader South Australian economy. 

A standout moment of the evening was the outstanding presenta-

tion by John Elferink, whose journey through 90 years of South 

Australian dairying captured the determination, innovation and 

community spirit that has shaped our industry across generations. 

The evening also provided an 

opportunity to acknowledge 

former SADA President David 

Basham for his longstanding 

contribution and dedication 

to the dairy industry. 

From the historical displays and memorabilia through to the sto-

ries shared across the room, the night was a powerful reminder 

that while the industry has evolved enormously over the decades, 

the heart of South Australian dairy remains the same — hardwork-

ing people, strong communities and a shared passion for produc-

ing world-class dairy products. 

Thank you to everyone who attend-

ed, supported and helped make the 

evening such a memorable celebra-

tion. A special thank you also to our 

sponsors, the Southern Fleurieu Historical Society and Mandy 

Pacitti for helping bring the history of South Australian dairy to life.  

Ninety years is a remarkable achievement — and after a night like 

Friday night, the future of South Australian dairy looks just as 

strong as its proud past. 

What a night for a century in the making! 
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From the SADA Desk:     What you need to know    These are things that have 

come to our attention over the past month which might be of interest to you. If there is anything that you think we have 
missed or you would like to see in the newsletter, please email: sada@sada.asn.au 

The South Australian Dairyfarm-
ers Association recently appeared 
before the Federal Joint Standing 
Committee on Migration to high-
light the ongoing workforce chal-
lenges facing the dairy indus-
try and the importance of skilled 
migration to regional South Aus-
tralia. 
During the hearing, SADA Chief 

Executive Officer Andrew Curtis and Executive Officer Alison Am-
ber spoke  about the evolution of the dairy industry over 
the past 90 years, noting that while farm numbers have reduced, 
milk production and the technical demands of modern dairying 
have significantly increased. 
SADA highlighted that today’s dairy workforce requires far more 
than traditional “farm worker” skills, with modern dairy opera-
tions relying on advanced animal husbandry, technology, ro-
botics, data systems and skilled herd management. The associa-
tion stressed that current migration occupation lists do not ac-
curately reflect the level of skill required in modern dairy farm-
ing. 
The committee also heard about major workforce pressures in 
regional areas, particularly in the South East, where access to 
housing is becoming a key barrier to attracting and retaining 
workers. SADA noted that many employers now need to secure 
accommodation before they can recruit staff. 
SADA reinforced that dairy farming is a year-round indus-
try requiring stable, long-term employees rather than short-term 
seasonal labour. While backpackers can help fill gaps, the indus-
try is increasingly seeking permanent skilled workers from coun-
tries with strong livestock and animal husbandry backgrounds, 
including the Philippines and parts of South America and Europe. 
The hearing also highlighted the importance of dairy to South 
Australia’s food security, export markets and regional econo-
mies, with SADA calling for migration settings that better support 
the ongoing growth and sustainability of the industry.  

Biosecurity Act 2025 
New biosecurity insights for SA  
Thank you to everyone who took the time to share their views 
on biosecurity through the statewide survey. Your feedback pro-
vided valuable insights into awareness, attitudes, and behaviours 
across South Australia, helping to better understand how biose-
curity is seen and practised across industry and the community. 
Here is the summary of the results. These findings play an im-
portant role in shaping how to prepare for and implement the 
new Biosecurity Act 2025, and in strengthening biosecurity out-
comes for our state.  

 WFI SADA Partnership:  
If you take out a policy with WFI, SADA             
receives a commission from WFI of 7.5% of  

the policy premium.  Make sure when your next speaking    
with WFI that you mention your a SADA Member. 

mailto:sada@sada.asn.au
https://mailchi.mp/6944f5c4ea4d/biosecurity-act-2025-baseline-biosecurity-attitudinal-survey-extended-13549176?e=3ff6957109&utm_campaign=115857854-2025%20Monthly%20Members%20Newsletters&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9vgvax4XXuRsWuaNBjHAy
https://www.wfi.com.au/
https://www.wfi.com.au/


Stay Informed. Stay Connected. Become a Valued SADA Member 
 

We’ve had a few new Members recently, If you’ve considered becoming a  
valued member of your industry body, now’s the time! 

 
You’re not only supporting a strong, united voice for South Australian dairy— you’re also gaining  

access to the most up-to-date and relevant information affecting your business. J O I N  N O W  

U P C O M I N G    E V E N T S 
 

WORKSHOP 

DETAILS 

10am-2pm 

Wed 3 June  

Mount  

Compass  

Football  

Club 
 

Every farm is different, and so are the opportunities. In this        

workshop, Dairy Australia will give you the tools to understand          

your own emissions results and the confidence to take action            

that supports both productivity and profitability. 

The South Australian Premier’s Food and      
Beverage Industry Awards are back for 2026 —  

shining a spotlight on the people, products and businesses 

driving our state’s largest manufacturing industry for-

ward. For over 25 years, the awards have recognised excel-

lence across the entire food value chain evolving to reflect 

the priorities, progress and future direction of this dynamic 

industry. Presented by Food South Australia, the state’s peak 

body for the food and beverage industry, the program hon-

ours both established food and beverage businesses and 

emerging brands, showcasing the incredible diversity and 

quality of what we produce right here in South Austral-

ia. Whether you’re in the industry, a local food lover, or 

simply proud of our state’s success — this is your chance to 

discover, support and celebrate the best of SA’s food and 

beverage sector. Entries are now open.   Close Monday 3 

July. 

https://sada.asn.au/about-us/membership
https://www.foodsouthaustralia.com.au/?utm_campaign=115857854-2025%20Monthly%20Members%20Newsletters&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9vgvax4XXuRsWuaNBjHAyKg74R-GGnsOssPnfCcUnMpAmMIrW3ivcvahQBjfCa7_9kICVH
https://www.safoodbevawards.com.au/?utm_campaign=115857854-2025%20Monthly%20Members%20Newsletters&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9vgvax4XXuRsWuaNBjHAyKg74R-GGnsOssPnfCcUnMpAmMIrW3ivcvahQBjfCa7_9kICVH

