
It’s time to get your sh!t together 

The EPA has now signalled they’re 
cracking down on dairies.  

SADA is taking the time to get trained up on a compre-
hensive tool to evaluate your Effluent Management 
and mechanism for submitting your plan.  
 
Dairy effluent is described as a potential point source of 
nutrient pollution for waterways and mismanagement 
of it risks impacting the environment.  Environmental 
legislation in all Australian States and Territories has set 
a minimum standard that dairies must comply with to 
prevent nutrient pollution leaving the farm boundaries.  
Compliance with such legislation requires that all    
dairies produce up-to-date and validated technical    
information about options for effectively managing its 
effluent.  

The Australian dairy industry has changed dramatically 
since deregulation in 2000, with in-

creased average herd size and 
increased intensity of use in 
supporting areas around the 
dairy.  The increased volumes 

of  effluent and solids generated 
must be considered in effluent and 

manure management plans.  

 

To make the best use of Australia's knowledge in      
sustainable dairy management to progress effective 
and nationally consistent approaches. Agriculture Vic-
toria and Dairy Australia collaborated to                     
release national guidelines for dairy feed pads inline 
with a national trend towards larger, more intensive 
farms. 

In addition to the Code of Practice for Milking Shed 
Effluent, the EPA in South Australia has drafted an 
odour separation distance guideline as well as a new 
planning and development guideline for intensive    
dairies. Both are consistent with the new national 
guidelines. 

EFFLUENT MANAGEMENT PLAN GUIDELINES 

• Effluent System Overview 

• Growing Feed using Effluent 

• Risk and Farm return 

• State Guidelines 

• Economics 

• On Farm Data Collection  

• Effluent system Components 

• Planning intensive operations 

• Nutrient Calculator and toolkit 

• Geotechnical investigations and liners 

• Dairy WatBal—hydraulic model for pond sizing 

If you’ve received a letter from the EPA or want to  
get ahead of the game, call our office today and  
book in your first consult—FREE for Members.  

    SADA EPA Effluent Management Plan rates guide 

  First Consult  Free for Members 

  Draft  Plan   $100 per hour for Members (Est. $2500) 

   $250 per hour for non Members (Est. $7000) 

  Completed Plan  Submitted to EPA on behalf of the owner. 

   Full costs will be discussed on a case by case basis.  

https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/
https://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/
https://cdn-prod.dairyaustralia.com.au/-/media/project/dairy-australia-sites/national-home/resources/2023/03/20/feeding-and-housing-guidelines/feedpads-and-contained-housing-guidelines.pdf?rev=fbd714e11b254ed0a734f0a37e66072d&hash=6E4CDE8C70DD6AB3AD34BF55AF99
https://www.epa.sa.gov.au/files/4771456_milking_shed.pdf
https://www.epa.sa.gov.au/files/4771456_milking_shed.pdf

